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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the remarks filed on 7/23/2007. 
This action is made Final. 

2. Claims 1-33 are pending in the case. Claims 1, and 13 are independent claims. 

Priority 

3. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 

U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), and based on PCT applications # /CN00/00132, and /CN01/00732 filed in 
China on 5/26/2000, and 5/10/2001 respectively, which papers have been placed of record in the 
file. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings filed on 1 1/21/2001 have been approved by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1-33 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Windows 
98 Explorer screendumps, 1998, fig. 1-8, in view of Horiyama (USPat.# 6,826,728, 1 1/30/2004, 
filed on 5/28/1999). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Explorer teaches a "Views" menu for selecting one of 
different ways (details, and list criteria) of sorting directory strings in the Chinese language 
(fig.l). The "list", and "details" sort criteria, sorts or rearranges the information based on the 
textual description — string-object information— of the data file textual description, in a computer 
system 

Moreover, Explorer teaches the sorting, and displaying of the directory strings through 
the selection of a menu selection such as "List" selection (fig. 2). Explorer fails to explicitly teach 
the string object information comprises a compound object containing more than a textual 
description string. However, Horiyama teaches installing a font to display documents in certain 
languages, such as Chinese, Japanese, etc containing information, such as types, codes, country 
id, etc. (col.l, lines 15-67, col. 3, lines 47-67, col. 4, lines). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine Explorer, and Horiyama, because 
Horiyama teaches promptly forming a document using the installed fonts (col.l, lines 16-25). 
This would increase the efficiency of the display of file information using complex fonts other 
than Latin-based ones. 

Regarding claim 2, which depends on claim 1 , Explorer teaches a list of words— 
identifier— describing the various selections in the "Views" menu (fig.l). A user has the option 
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of selecting one of the words in the menu to select different sorting criteria (fig.2). If none of the 
identifiers is chosen, then a default sorting criteria or order is used, such as the "Details" sorting 
criteria for the display of the directory strings (fig.l). 

Regarding claim 3, which depends on claim 1, Explorer teaches that the "Details" sorting 
criteria is preselected by the user, such that when the explorer window is closed, and then opened 
again, the last criteria selected-- preselected before the window is opened again— by the user is 
the one used for the display of the directory strings (fig.l). 

Regarding claim 4, which depends on claim 1, Explorer teaches further classifying the 
directory strings into groups according to large icons (fig.3). 

Moreover, Explorer teaches selecting the "Program Files" group directory and displaying 
the string textual name or descriptions of the subdirectories within this directory using the 
"details" selection from the "Views" option, which is different than the "List" display of the 
program groups (fig.4-5). 

Regarding claim 5, which depends on claim 1, Explorer teaches further classifying the 
directory strings into groups according to large icons (fig.3). 

Moreover, Explorer teaches selecting the "Program Files" group directory and displaying 
the string textual name or descriptions of the subdirectories within this directory using the 
"details" selection from the "Views" option, and using the mouse cursor to select subdirectories, 
such as "accessories", which has a box around it (fig.4-5). 
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Regarding claim 6, which depends on claim 4, Explorer teaches selecting the "Program 
Files" group directory and displaying the string textual name or descriptions of the subdirectories 
within tins directory by selecting and highlighting all the subdirectories text strings (fig. 4-5, 8). 

Regarding claim 7, which depends on claims 4 or 5, Explorer teaches that different 
display options for the group of documents. These options have textual identifiers or names, such 
as "Large Icons". If no option is selected, then the system simply displays a default option, such 
as "Large Icons" , which is different from the other options in the "Views" menu (fig.3). 

Regarding claim 8, which depends on claim 7, Explorer teaches that the different display 
options for the group of documents are displayed simultaneously in a menu window. The 
directory textual names or descriptors are resorted once a grouping has been selected, such as 
"List", which is different from the other options in the "Views" menu (fig.3, and 8). 

Regarding claim 9, which depends on claim 7, Explorer teaches that if no option is 
selected, then the system simply displays a default option, such as "Large Icons" , which is 
selected before hand by the user (fig.3). 

Regarding claim 10, which depends on claim 5, Explorer teaches the display of 
directories or group names — identifiers— based on the number of directories stored in the 
computer (fig.3). 



Application/Control Number: 09/864,720 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2178 

Regarding claim 1 1 , which depends on any of claim 1 , Explorer teaches a pc computer 
system for storing file directories, and displaying them in alphabetic order (fig.l). 

Regarding claim 12, which depends on claim 1, Explorer teaches the display of 
directories or group names, and file names, such as "config.sys" (fig. 2-3). 

Regarding independent claim 13, Explorer teaches a pc computer system for storing file 
directories, and their respective names or textual strings (fig.l). 

Moreover, Explorer teaches the inputting of commands to the computer using a keyboard 
or mouse used to select menus and directory files. 

Moreover, Explorer discloses sorting of the directory strings retrieved from the computer 
through the selection of a menu selection such as "List" option, and displaying the sorted result 
on the display (fig.2-4). 

Claims 14-24 are directed towards a computer system for implementing the steps found 
in claims 1-10, and 11-12 respectively, and therefore are similarly rejected. 

Regarding claim 25, which depends on claim 1 3, Explorer teaches a pc computer system 
for storing file directories, and their respective names or textual strings (fig.l). 



Application/Control Number: 09/864,720 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2178 

Regarding claim 26, which depends on claim 2, Explorer teaches a list of words-- 
identifier— describing the various selections in the "Views" menu (fig.l). The "Details" sorting 
criteria for the display of the directory strings is the default sorting criteria, chosen by the 
Explorer program. For example, if the user exits explorer, where the "Details" criteria selected, 
this criteria is the same used when the program is invoked next time. 

Regarding claim 27, which depends on claim 2, Explorer teaches a list of words- 
identifier— describing the various selections in the "Views" menu (fig.l). The "Details" sorting 
criteria for the display of the directory strings is the default sorting criteria, chosen by the 
Explorer program—algorithm. 

* 

Claims 28-29 are directed towards a method similar to the steps found in claims 26-27 
respectively, and therefore are similarly rejected. 

Claims 30-33 are directed towards an apparatus for implementing the steps found in 
claims 26-27, and 26-27 respectively, and therefore are similarly rejected. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 7/23/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The Applicant submits that Horiyama does not teach or suggest a string object 
information containing a compound object with more than just a textual string (page 9). The 
Examiner disagrees, because Horiyama teaches fonts installed on a system used to display 
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textual characters in Chinese, Japanese, etc (col.l, lines 15-67). These characters are displayed 
using fonts, which contain more than just the text description, they contain types, codes, country 
id, etc. Besides, by Applicant's own admission, they also contain other characteristics, such as 
stroke count, order, etc. "Applicants stated that "string object information" could be seen as a 
compound object containing more than just a string. One example of this is a Chinese character 
that can be classified according to several principles, such as stroke count or stroke order. 
These characteristics of a "string object information" cannot be coded into any known 
standard such as Unicode. Applicants previously amended independent claims 1 and 
13 to distinguish between "textual description" and 'string object information'" (page 8, parag.l). 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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I. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Cesar B. Paula whose telephone number is (571) 272-4128. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong, can be reached on (571) 272-4124. However, in such a case, please 
allow at least one business day. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 

obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, go to http://portaLuspto.gov/external/portal/pair . Should you have any questions about 

access to the Private PAIR system, please contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866 

217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 

Representative or access to the automated information system, please call 800-786-9199 or 571 

272-1000 (USA or Canada). 

Any response to this Action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Or faxed to: 

• (571)-273-8300 (for all Formal communications intended for entry) 




